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Our Mission: 

The Junior League of Boise, Idaho is an organization of 

women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing 

the potential of women, and improving the community 

through the effective action of trained volunteers.  Its 

purpose is exclusively educational and charitable. 

Our Vision: 

The Junior League of Boise envisions the 

Treasure Valley as community where women 

and children have the resources and support to 

succeed in personal, family, social educational 

and or/ occupational endeavors.  
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A Message from our President 

Dear Friends,  

In 1901, when 19-year-old Mary Harriman founded the first Junior League in New York City, she envisioned an 

organization where women could volunteer their time, develop their skills and truly make a difference in their 

communities.  When the Junior League ƻŦ .ƻƛǎŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ-seven 

years later in 1928, the central mission of it 28 charter members was then as it is today.  Our goal remains the 

same.  We are an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism, developing the potential of 

women, and improving the community through the effective action of trained volunteers. 

We continue to celebrate our 8oth anniversary and the legacy our organization has built. From the Marionettes on 

display at the Idaho Historical Museum to the Boise School Volunteers program or the Discovery Center of Idaho, 

ǿŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƘǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ of community 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  hǳǊ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ƛǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ά²ƻƳŜƴ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 

In the early days of the Junior League of Boise, we helped women and children by hosting summer camps for 

underprivileged children, holding nutrition classes and well baby clinics.  These efforts provided women and their 

families with nourishing food and improved the health of the babies, children and mothers. 

Nearly 80 years later, members of the Junior League of Boise provide community service and trained volunteers to 

our friends and neighbors throughout Boise and the surrounding area. 

Today, our members embrace our mission, especially as it relates to improving our community through the 

effective action of trained volunteers.  Currently, we are making an impact by serving as great examples and role 

models to the young women who participate in our Especially! Me self-esteem classes, as well as those children in 

foster care who attend our  holiday parties and monthly support group events. 

Additionally,  we along with the other 293 member leagues of the Association of Junior League International (AJLI) 

located across the United States, Canada, England, and Mexico are addressing the growing epidemic of childhood 

ƻōŜǎƛǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ !W[L άYƛŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ YƛǘŎƘŜƴέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ 

200 households helping to educate not only children, but their parents as well, on the benefits of making nutritious 

food choices and incorporating regular exercise into their daily routines. 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ  L ŀƳ 

ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻŦ 

women as we all work to build a better community! 

Best Wishes, 

 

 

 
Kym Hurst 
Junior League of Boise President 2008-2009 

 



 

 
 

  

Especially Me!,   self-esteem classes for pre-

teen girls, developed by the Junior League of 

Boise  in 1999. The program is a three-part series 

of classes designed to provide 9-12 year old girls 

with information and skills needed to make 

positive decisions regarding themselves, their 

bodies, and their relationships. Especially Me! 

has been so successful that the Junior League of 

Boise members have adopted it as their first ever 

permanent project and it is now offered to other 

Junior Leagues and organizations for 

implementation in their communities. In May 

2006, the Junior League of Boise received an 

international award from the Association of 

Junior Leagues International (the AJLI) for the 

Especially Me! program.  A significant part of the 

award criteria was its ability to be replicated in 

other communities. The expansion of the course  

throughout the United States is the current focus 

for the program by the Junior League of Boise.  

 

. 

 

LƳǇŀŎǘ .ƻƛǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ άŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ Řŀȅέ 

projects that affect thousands of Treasure Valley 

residents. Recent projects include working in the 

Jordan Street Community Garden, coordinating a 

book drive for the Family Advocacy Program and 

a clothing drive for Dress for Success, and 

cleaning the Learning Lab.  During the last five 

years alone, members of the Junior League of 

Boise have contributed approximately 10,000 

hours alone to these Impact Boise projects, 

making a substantial impact on those 

organizations and our community. These projects 

have helped create safer, better spaces for 

homeless women and children, provided 

nourishing meals for those in need, and provided 

comfort and an open heart to our fellow citizens 

who just wanted someone to care.  

 

Kids in the Kitchen, our program educating both 

children and their families, is essential to 

alleviating the obesity problem in the state of 

Kids in Care ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ .ƻƛǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare (IDHW) in Region IV to provide support to children in foster care 

and the families that have opened their homes to these abused and neglected children.   

  

Impact Boise are monthƭȅ άŘƻƴŜ- in- a- Řŀȅέ 

projects that affect thousands of Treasure Valley 

residents. Recent projects include working in the 

Jordan Street Community Garden, coordinating a 

book drive for the Family Advocates  Program, a 

clothing drive for Dress for Success, and cleaning the 

Learning Lab.  During the last five years alone, 

members of the Junior League of Boise have 

contributed approximately 10,000 hours alone to 

these Impact Boise projects, making a substantial 

impact on those organizations and our community. 

These endeavors  have helped create safer, better 

spaces for homeless women and children, provided 

nourishing meals for those in need, and provided 

comfort and an open heart to our fellow citizens who 

just want someone to care.  

 

Kids in the Kitchen, our program educating both 

children and their families, is essential to alleviating 

the obesity problem in the state of Idaho. Kids in the 

Kitchen makes an impact in this area by educating 

the public at the grassroots level regarding solutions 

that they might adopt with respect to nutrition and 

Kids in the Kitchen, our program 

educating both children and their families, is 

essential to alleviating the obesity problem 

in the state of Idaho. Kids in the Kitchen 

makes an impact in this area by educating 

the public at the grassroots level regarding 

solutions that they might adopt with respect 

to nutrition and fitness. 

 

 

The Junior League of Boise, Idaho, Inc. is 

an organization of women committed to promoting the 

potential of women, voluntarism, and the improvement 

of our community through the effective action and 

leadership of trained volunteers. We focus our attention 

on those projects, which promote the welfare of women 

and children by helping to provide the resources and 

support to succeed in personal, family, social, 

educational and/or occupational endeavors. The Junior 

League of Boise has an 80 year history of success with 

projects that have not only touched the lives of those 

living in the metropolitan Boise area but have truly made 

an impact on all of the citizens throughout Idaho. These 

projects include:  

¶ ¢ƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ 

Appointed Special Advocates (CASA)   

¶ Ronald McDonald House  

¶ The Discovery Center of Idaho  

¶ 2-1-1 Idaho Careline Parents and Youth 

Against Drug Abuse (now Drug Free Idaho)  

¶ The Learning Lab 

¶ The Beaux Arts Societé  

¶ Boise School District Volunteer Program  

¶ The Mentoring Institute of Idaho  

 

  

 

Kids in Care is the program forged through the 

WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ .ƻƛǎŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

the Idaho Department of Health and Welfare 

(IDHW) in Region IV to provide support to children 

in foster care and the families that have opened 

their homes to these abused and neglected 

children.  More information is provided in the 

section regarding the purpose of the grant. 

 

LƳǇŀŎǘ .ƻƛǎŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ άŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŀ Řŀȅέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ 

that affect thousands of Treasure Valley residents. 

Recent projects include working in the Jordan Street 

Community Garden, coordinating a book drive for 

the Family Advocacy Program and a clothing drive 

for Dress for Success, and cleaning the Learning Lab.  

Our Programs 



 

 

 

  

 ά²ƻƳŜƴ BǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ǘǊƻƴƎŜǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎέ  

 

 

 

In September 2008, the League 

ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ  .Ŝŀǳ !Ǌǘǎ {ƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΩΣ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ !Ǌǘ 

Festival  ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ .ƻƛǎŜ !Ǌǘ aǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ  !Ǌǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƪΦ   

Members  assisted children with mask-making, beading, 

easel painting, bug boxes, and other fun arts and crafts.  

 

 

The Foster Care Appreciation Picnic  

Junior League of Boise volunteers shared love and laughs 

with Kids in Care and their families. Nearly 650 people, 

including 300 children attended the picnic, with dinner 

catered by the Zoo, lively music, fun activities, and an 

awards presentation. 

June 2008 

In July 2008 the Junior League of Boise had the opportunity 

to give back to a former Signature Project.  The Ronald 

McDonald House celebrated its  20th year in the Treasure 

Valley by hosting a reunion picnic for families who have 

stayed at the house at sometime during its history in Boise.  

 

 

July 2008 

In August 2008, Junior League 

members packed a total of 52 backpacks filled with all 

the necessary school supplies to begin the school 

year. Backpacks were given to Kids in Care and All 

Seasons Mental Health.   

 

òHaving the opportunity to make an 

impact in our community with all of 

you has been one of my greatest joys 

since joining the League, yet I know 

that there remain many opportunities 

for us, too.ó 

-Kym Hurst 

Junior League President 2008-2009 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_fVI2vIk1ycg/SqsKp0Iix3I/AAAAAAAAAMc/s4avhZQvWqs/s1600-h/Summer+2009+199.jpg
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. 

Improving the community through the 

effective action of trained volunteers.  

  In October 2008  volunteers  shared pumpkins, 

pictures, smiles and treats with more than 100 children 

at our Kids in Care Harvest Party held at the Department 

of Health and Welfare. 

The attendance at our Kids in the Kitchen event held at 

the West YMCA in November 2008  was incredible!  We 

welcomed  a total of 210 attendants, including 129 

children and 81 adults. 

We kicked off the New Year  by collecting items for 

Dress for Success, an organization dedicated to  

άŜƳǇƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 

situation by donating items such as, quality suits, 

separates and accessoriesΦέ  

In January 2009 we delivered 100 poinsettias and 

ǎƳƛƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ LŘŀƘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ ƛƴ .ƻƛǎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

flowers were graciously donated by the State of Idaho, 

through First Lady Lori Otter.   

 



  

 

 

 

In April 2009 Junior League members donated 

ǘƻƛƭŜǘǊȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

Alliance.  Volunteers assembled 25 baskets to 

be donated to women and children who arrive 

at the WCA center with little or nothing and 

stay an average of four months.   The WCA 

center helps an average of 50 women a month.  

 

In March 2009 the Junior League of Boise 

helped build the Family Advocate Program 

Library by collecting a total of 53 books.   The 

[ŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ  Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aŀǊŎƘ ōƻƻƪ ŘǊƛǾŜ 

ōŜƴŜŦƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ άtƭŜŀǎŜ wŜŀŘ ǘƻ aŜέ ƭƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ 

project, which encourages and enhances reading 

skills by putting age appropriate books into the 

hands of children served by the FAP.  

April 4, 2009   we held our 

premier fundraiser, Fashion IMPACT! 

Benefit, 

ά! bƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǊōȅΦέ 

Guests sipped mint juleps as they 

mingled with friends and bid on silent 

auction items, enjoyed a style show 

with fashions from local boutiques and 

wrapped up the evening by bidding on 

fun and exciting items at the live 

auction. 

Fashion IMPACT! Benefit,  is the major 

fundraiser of the year and  benefits 

ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ .ƻƛǎŜΩǎ  Řŀȅ-to-

day  operations. 

 

 

 


